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the opinion entertained of the delegate will be sa
much the higher as talents are more rare among h&
constituents. It will therefore frequently happen that
the less constituents have to expect from their re-
presentative, the more they will anticipate from
him ; and, however incompetent he may be, the*
will not fail to call upon him for signal exertions,
corresponding to the rank they have conferred upon
him.
Independently of his position as a legislator of the
State^ electors also regard their representative as the
natural patron of the constituency in the legislature;
they almost consider him as the proxy of each of his
supporters, and they flatter themselves that he will
not be less zealous in defence of their private interests
than of those of the country. Thus electors are well
assured beforehand that the representative of their
choice will be an orator ; that he will speak often if
he can, and that in case he is forced to refrain, he will
strive at any rate to compress into his less frequent
orations an inquiry into all the great questions of
state, combined with a statement of all the petty
grievances they have themselves to complain of; so
that, though he be not able to come forward
frequently, he should on each occasion prove what
he is capable of doing; and that, instead of perpetu-
ally lavishing his powers, he should occasionally
condense them in a small compass, so as to furnish
a sort of complete and brilliant epitome of his con-
stituents and of himself. On these terms they will
vote for him at the next election. These conditions
drive worthy men of humble abilities to despair, who,
knowing their own powers, would never voluntarily
have come forward. But thus urged on, the reprel
sentative begins to speak, to the great alarm of his
friends ; and rushing imprudently into the midst of